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Argument:

We read in Saheeh Bukhari, VVol. 7, Book 62, Hadith 141:

Narrated Anas:

It is the Prophet's tradition that if someone marries a virgin and he has already a
matron wife then he should stay for seven days with her (the virgin) and then by
turns; and if someone marries a matron and he has already a virgin wife then he
should stay with her (the matron) for three days, and then by turns.?

This is not fair. Why does this hadith portray the Prophet as unjustly giving more rights to the
virgin?

Response:

This hadeeth is in particular reference to newlywed women and a specific allocated set of days
for them to spend time with their husbands at the start of a marriage. This is because newlywed
women require some time to stabilize their companionship with their new husbands and need

some time to have their shyness and modesty dissolved in order to adapt to their new spouses.?

The hadeeth mentions that virgins are entitled to seven days, while matrons get three days. The
argument suggests that this is unjust; however, is that truly the case?

The answer is no. The virgin, unlike the matron, requires more time to adapt.® This is because the
virgin feels more estranged from men than the matron who was previously married.* Also, the
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virgin would usually be shyer than the matron and hence would require a bit more time for her
feelings of shyness® and solitude® to dissipate.

Given the above, the man should spend more time with his virgin wife and talk to her and make
her feel comfortable and get her to generate feelings for him, for this is the first time she has

been with a man, and her lack of experience would require her to need more time to adapt than
the matron.’

In summary, there is nothing unjust about the Prophet's (peace be upon him) Sunnah here. On the
contrary, it is fair and reasonable.
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